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Though the damage can hardly be regarded as
excessive, it was nevertheless largely due to the
peculiar architecture prevalent in the Riviera.
Arches in the walls are common even in the
upper storeys, and, in Oneglia and Diano Marina,
if not also in other places, the floors are nearly
always brick arches abutting against the walls and
without other lateral support. Professor Mercalli
believes that, in private houses, more than 90 per
cent, of the dead bodies were crushed beneath these
fallen arches. The height of the buildings is also
great in proportion to the foundation and to the
thickness of the walls; and the main walls are
interrupted by numerous apertures, from the corners
of which nearly all the fissures sprang. In some of
the coast towns, the houses are built of rounded
stones gathered from the beach, or of rubble with
stones of all shapes and sizes, bound by cement of
trfe poorest quality. Lastly, as much of the damage
due to previous earthquakes had been badly repaired,
it is evident that the destructiveness of the Riviera
earthquakes must to a great extent be referred to
preventable causes.

The occurrence of the principal shock shortly after
six on the morning of Ash Wednesday must also
have increased the death-rate; for many persons,
after a night of amusement, had lain down for" a
short time and were sleeping heavily; while others
had already risen and were collected in the churches;
the circumstances in either case rendering escape
more difficult.

Taking account, however, of this accidental increase
in the number of victims, Professor Mercalli considers
that the earthquake of 1887 was the most disastrous